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The ARC Linkage ‘The Role of the Creative Arts in Regional Australia: A Social Impact Model' addresses the challenge to
effectively target regional arts funding to programs and activities that build capacity and have lasting impact for
communities. It delivers a framework for evaluating the arts, to argue for the arts to be included in a broader

understanding of national wellbeing and success.

Chief Investigators: Sandra Gattenhof, Donna Hancox, Helen Klaebe
Research Project Manager: Sasha Mackay

Following the RAASI team's research trip to palawa country in northwest Tasmania in March, the past few
months have provided opportunities to consolidate key research findings and present on these at partner
forums and board meetings, seminars, and at peer-reviewed conferences. This Partner Update provides an
overview of these presentations and the key findings which will be developed and expanded in final outputs
and reporting, and outlines priority activities between now and 2023.

Presentations

o Office for the Arts Regional Arts team, March

¢ Burnie City Council, March

¢ Wider Office for the Arts team, April

e QUT Creative Industries, Education and Social
Justice (CIESJ) Faculty Research Seminar

¢ RAPAD Board Meeting, August

¢ 16th National Rural Health Conference -
Bridging social distance; rural health innovating
and collaborating, August

CIourfu biIIoards produced for the Shorewell Presents project, Burnie.

Sandra and Helen's March presentation to the Office for the Arts highlighted three social impact themes
emerging from the data: social inclusion and community wellbeing; sustainability and innovation; and an
ecosystem approach to art, culture and creativity. A similar presentation was delivered at Burnie City
Council while the RAASI team were in northwest Tasmania. The April presentation ‘Thriving Communities’
noted that, beyond sustainability, the concept of thriveability includes human dimensions of hope,
imagination and compassion. This concept is more useful for understanding how individuals and
communities position art, culture and creativity as foundational in the creation of inclusive, liveable
communities.

Sandra and Donna’s CIESJ Research Seminar presentation focussed on the RAASI project’s values and
processes of partnership and collaboration, while the RAPAD Board Meeting with Directors from seven
central western Queensland councils highlighted wellbeing and social cohesion as key areas of impact in
central west communities, as demonstrated through the Dress the Central West and Artesian Originals
case studies.

Most recently, Sandra and Donna presented at the National Rural Health Conference held in Brisbane.
This presentation shared examples of creative engagement in Shorewell Park (northwest Tasmania) and
social enterprise The Lost Art (central western Queensland) as drivers of wellbeing and social inclusion—
supporting people to become closer to one another and more connected to the place in which they live.
Please contact us if you would like a copy of the slides from any of these presentations.

Please make contact with us if you would like us to present at one of your organisation's forums or board
meetings in the near future.

Landscape view of lutruwita, northwest Tasmania.
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https://research.qut.edu.au/raasi/wp-content/uploads/sites/259/2021/12/Case-Study_Shorewell-Presents_20211210.pdf
https://research.qut.edu.au/raasi/2021/07/08/community-led-craft-hubs-drive-social-and-economic-wellbeing-in-remote-queensland/
https://www.ruralhealth.org.au/16nrhc/
https://research.qut.edu.au/raasi/wp-content/uploads/sites/259/2021/12/Case-Study_Shorewell-Presents_20211210.pdf
https://www.redridgeinteriorqueensland.com/about-the-lost-art

Project activities September 2022 -
February 2023

With most of the data collection for the RAASI
project now complete, we are entering a busy
period of analysis to develop an impact
assessment framework, digital outputs and
project reporting.
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Our current prlorltles are to: h s ARE Vi
Creative community consultation prompts, central western Queensland and Burnie.

e Develop a Principles of Practice Framework for Impact Assessment based on the findings of this
research project;

e Develop digital stories presenting findings from most recent research travel to northwest Tasmania;

e Develop case studies of community-led initiatives Mapali and Paper on Skin (northwest Tasmania), and
Artesian Originals and Matya (central western Queensland) to articulate their impact and legacy;

¢ Plan the symposium which will conclude this research project, to be hosted by the Regional Australia
Institute in Canberra in May 2023.

RAASI Symposium 2023

The Regional Australia Institute has offered to
- Ti— # host the one-day symposium to disseminate
s ¢ ) ). the findings of the research to our partners and
' ' A organisations important to the vibrancy and
ot thriveability of rural, regional and remote
[CAUTION| — SRS Australia. We have identified two possible
8| TEDDIES S dates for the event in May 2023:
CROSSING -
e Wednesday 3rd May 2023, 10am-3pm
¢ Wednesday 10th May 2023, 10am-3pm

Please indicate your preferred date here.
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Tambo Teddies, Tambo, central western Queensland.

We will aim to schedule the event for the date that works best for most partners.

As outlined briefly in our March Partner Update, the symposium will be an invitation-only event to include
key policy and program organisations. It will include an exhibition of image, video and narrative research
outputs to communicate this project's journey and findings.
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ral western Queensland.
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https://doodle.com/meeting/participate/id/eXo98o8d

All images by Bryan Crawford, Longbow Productions.
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